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According to Medieval legend… 

 

The griffin is a winged, four-footed 

animal. It has the body of a lion, but 

the wings and head of an eagle. It is 

born in the Hyperborean mountains, or 

perhaps in Ethiopia; some say it lives 

in the Indian desert, which it leaves 

only to find food. Griffins are the 

enemy of the horse. A griffin will tear 

a man to pieces or carry him to its 

nest to feed its young. Griffins are 

strong enough to carry away an entire 

live ox. They are also known for 

digging gold from mines. 

 

The griffin is an especially powerful 

and majestic creature. Since classical 

antiquity, griffins were known for 

guarding treasures and priceless 

possessions. 

The griffin is a symbol of divine 

power and a guardian of the divine. 

 

A griffin's claw is believed to have 

medicinal properties and one of its 

feathers can restore sight to the 

blind. 

 

In heraldry, the griffin's 

amalgamation of lion and eagle gains 

in courage and boldness, and it is 

always drawn to powerful fierce 

monsters. It is used to denote 

strength and military courage and 

leadership. Griffins are portrayed 

with the rear body of a lion, an 

eagle's head with erect ears, a 

feathered breast, and the forelegs of 

an eagle, including claws. These 

features indicate a combination of 

intelligence and strength. 

 


