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TO 

·~ 

THE_ KING. 

S I R, THE Honour of laying my Book at the 
foot of Majefty confiitutes the fmalleft part 

of my pleafure, _ on _ receiving YOUR ROY AL 

PERMISSION for ·this Addrefs. 

I glory in . tli~ corifcious fatisfacl:ion of dedi
cating it, to the Mµnificent Encourager of 

Kno-w ledge in general ; to the A vowed Patron 

of that particular )Branch of it, the Antiq~ities 

Gf Thefe ~.ingdoms ; to a Prince., ·who -has 

no _ caufe to bluqi ·at the Idea, that Pofterity 

may 



D E D I C A T I O N. 

may reaq, in th~ pi:ivate Letters of the prefen 
Age, the undifguifed Opinion which His Sub
jeB:s entertained of His mofl: fecret Actions. 

A Permiffion to dedicate to fuch a KING, is 
an Honour fo highly flattering, that it will ever · 
be remembered with the utmoft Gratitude. 

Condefcend, MOST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 

to accept this humble 'T~ftimony of profound 
Refpecr, from 

Y OUR MAJ E ST Y'S 

Mofi: loyal Subjecr, 

. Eafr Dereham. 
~overnber 23, 17-86-. 

~ Aff~ moll: d utif1~ Servant, 



p R E F A C 

A LL civilized Nation have ever beep anxious to ation• 
• . prefc rve 

preferve every authentic record of their former Record • 

tranfactions, both public and private; and with •fue 
greateft reafon, fince th~ proof of their very exHl:ence, as 
a nation of confequence (in the eftii:nation of the real 
hHlorian, who pays no attention to fabulous narrativ~s) 
entirely depends upon fuch undoubted n1emorials. 

Whenever, therefore, any particular period of ~ great Defeai"e 
· · · · c nl • k · f h f l d. Period to be nation 1s 1mper1eu y nown, rom t e want o rea _~n fupplied-; 

authentic_ records ; every one, who wifhes to fee an 
unbroken· chain of national events, will, with the greateft 
~agernefs, feize any informatton of undoubted authority, 
which _may prefent itfelf; and from which either new 
matter may arife, or accounts now exifting may, if _true, 
be confirmed, and -afcertained on fure grounds . . 

That our own kingdom has fewer authentic records Few Rec?rds 
. . · • - of the Reigns 

of · the tranfact10ns, during the reigns of . Henry VI. of H en. VI. 

Edward IV. ·and Richard III. than of any other later period [ti:.ii;~d 
.of our Hift0ry, is a truth known to, and lamented by, 
every man of hiftorical knowledge. 

This deficiency of information in the above period ThcReafons. 

arifes from the following caufes. 
I. The 
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I.. The civil contentions between the houfes of York 
and Lancafter. 

II. The flaughter of our nobility and gentry in th 
field, and on the fcaffold. 

III. The unfettled ftate of property. 
1V .. 'the invention of printing at the tinu. 
This, as at firft fight it appears to favour uni verfal 

know ledge,. is certain I y an aifertion which req uir. s . a. 

few words of explanation. -
· Employment At the· beginning of the art of printing, thofe who 
of our ea.rly • • • • • 
Printers. prachfed. !t, were fohc1tous to perpetuate things already 

comn1itted to wrHing, relative to pail tin1es and paft 
occui;rences ;. not regarding recent tranfactions as of 
equaJ confequence. 

This art likewife probably prevented the writers of 
·1na.nufcripts· from multiplying their copies ; they fore
.f.eeing that the new invention wo1.1ld, in time, fupply a 
fu.fficient number at a n1uch lefs price, by which n1eans 
the value of their manual labour would be greatly di
tt1it1iilied : and the early ptinters being bufy ip preparing 
lor the prefs old Hif.tbries, Legends,_ Diets and Sayings. 
9f Philofophers, Tranilations, &c. &c. could nGt find: 
time fbr printing the then modern hiftory, which being 
preferved by few,. the manufcripts containing it were 
eafily Joft, or deftroyed,. and fo never cani-e down to us. 

Reformation The D:eifrutl:ion whkh overwhel1ned our 1nanufcripts 
ravage not 

- t:onlidcrcu. . and: recor ds at the Reformatfon,. is not here confidered ; 
as that affe.cted· all the preceding ·ages, eqnall y with that 
which -is now under our confi.deration.-

2 Some 
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Some hiftoric 1nanufcripts, howeYer, w re ithout H illor:c 

doubt locked up amongft family writing ·, where they ;~~c;·rcd. 
remained unregarded and ufclef! for c nturies ; the 
poifeffors, if they knew they ha<l fuch paper , confi-
dering them as of no confequence ; and if ever they 
were afterwards looked at, the examiner perhaps caft 
them afide as illegible. 

Wonl<l the ancient nobility and gentry of thi Search for 
ancient 

kingdom, and the prt!:fent owners of manor and writin~s. 

eftates, formerly belonging to religious focieties, or 
to old and ref pect:able families, permit their worm-
eaten ,,,ritings and mouldy papers to be carefully 
perufod by thofe whofe education and pnrfuits have 
given the1n knowledge and tafle to do it, it might' 
not even now be too late to difcover, and bring to 
light, many curious and valuable manufcripts, which 
probably would afford us frefh information in various 
arts and fciences, confirm doubtful Facts, and fi on 
f ure foundations many events in our own h1 ory, 
even from very early periods down to the Reformation, 
now unknown or uncertain. 

Thefe letters, which are now prefented to the pub- Thefelc ten 
. . . f b h f h r. . f an example. he, are a convrncrng proo , ot o t e pre1ervat10n o 

fuch papers, and of the n.eglect which attends them ; 
for though they were in .the poifeffion of different 
antiquaries for· above a century, they have lain by 
totally neglected, and perhaps forgotten. 

It is a truth greatly to be lamepted, that almoft all Fau lts of 
. . general 

genera~ collectors are too apt to becoine fo very atten- colleltors. 

V6L. I. a tive 
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tive to the prefent purfuit of the day, as to let that 
engrofs their whole attention ; whereas, would they 
follow one f pecies of collecting only ; and, having ac
quired a f ufficient fund of materials relative to· that 
particular purf uit, then ufe the fame indufrry in 
arranging and digefting thofe materials,. as they before_ 
employed 1nerely ifi collecting them, and. when thus . 
put into orde~, give. them to the- public,. how much 
good would they do to fociety, and t.o tl1emfelves ;, 
inftead of which, as foon as a fufficient quantity of. 
matter is amaifed for their originally intended plan,: 
the w.hole is laid afide, and a new purf uit takes place :.. 
th ns, wandering_ from one fpecies of collecting. to an
other, their life wears away; they become old men,, 
and pafs to their grave without having benefited th.eir. 
contempo:raries by any ufefnl or curious publication;, 
too often, it is to be feared, with ruined, or at leaft. 
wailed eftates,. their colle6Hons . are then difperfed by 
public fale, perhaps for the. fame purpofe as before. 
collected-to be looked at, laid ajide,._ and Jo.rgotten ! 

Thef~ obfervations occurred from the. edi~or's par
ticular acquaintance with a great collector, poifeifed, of 
found abilities, and whofo judgment in points of anti-
quarian knowledge was extenfive ; who fr~quently 
made refolutions, that . next year he would digeft his 
variot1~ collections, and form fame of them for public 
infpection : but h-e wa~ted perfeverance; he grew old;, 
he died in his chair, at the advanced age of feventy
forir years, without ever having completed any literary 

under-
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undertaking, and in circumfiances from which his 
children felt the effects of his indifcretions. 

xi 

To the honour, however, of the prefent age, " e have P refcnt age 
.r. d · · h:is k .1 rn d .1everal learne~ ant1quanes and collectors, who h a e wriim . 

already publiihed, and are frill preparing for the pre~ , 
works, which now place them amongfr the fi r.ft wri-
ters, and will convey their names to future ages ith 
due credit to themfelve , and honour to their country. 

Would collectors in general follow fuch example--, They Choutd 
be e:xiimplcs 

-and each contribute his fro ck to the public fund of to Olhers. 

learning, how many ufeful and ingenious publications 
would come abroad ! the rage for collections, acqu ired 
with lofs of fort?ne, would be in a great meafnre 
fropped ; and thofe already prudently made, would 
remain in the ref peB:ive families of the original collec-
tor, as marks of his tafl:e and ]earning. 

What a pleafure would it be to a perfon fond of R efld}iona 
. . . f ft bl on p afi ages. exammmg into the events o pa ages, to be a e to 

converfe with thofe who lived in the times, and were 
prefent at the events themfelves ! as this cannot be, 
will not the next degree of pleaf ure arife from read-
ing what thofe very perfons, at the very time when 
the events happened, wrote to their contempora-
ries_? 

This may here be done, by a perufal of their let
ters ; of the letters which they really wrote, and not 
fuch as are too often delivered down to u s by hifro

. rians, where the fentiments, the ftyle, and the language, 
are generally thofe of the hifiorian himfelf, and not of 

a z the 
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remote :iges 
afford plea
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to every 
reader; 

particularly 
to the anti
quary and 
hifiorian. 

Dark period 
t>f hifiory. 
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the perfon ; few real and original 1 tters of remote 
times, being now in exi11ence. 

Even the pri vatc letters of private men, who have 
lived in ages paft, afford much pleafure to a ftudioris 
and contemplative 1nind ; we fee1n to fee the man, to 
_converfe with him, and in his familiar effufions to 
penetrate his thoughts. 

But when the private letters of great men, men of 
eminence in the fiate, whofe lives and aB:ions fill the· 
page of hiftory, are preferved and brought to light, 
how enthufiaftically do the antiquary and hiftorian 
pore over their contents; an<l exa1nine with eager_ 
curiofity the ftyle, ·the language, and even the hand
writing; deducing, from all, inferences favourable to 
learning and hiftory, in tracing the gleams of tafte and 
genius, in elu.cid~tin-g events already imperfectly 
known, and in difcovering others hitherto unknown .. 

Will not every reader receive greater pleafni.-e from 
the f peeches of princes, warriors, and flatefmen, in 
our great Sh~kfpeare's Drama, when he has feen 
their hand-writing, . when he has perufed their letters, 
when he has only not converfed with the men them
fel ves ?-

Will not the antiquary and. hiftorian become, in their 
own minds, almoft contemporaries with York and 
Canterbury, Salifbury and Warwick, Buckingham and 
Norfolk; Suffolk and Haftiogs r 

From the reign of king Stephen, there is no period 
fo :£lightly illuftrated by records, and authentic docu ... 

n1eftlts, 
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ment , as the turbulent and diftracl d years, hich. 
paired from the la~ter part of Henry VI' r ign, to the 
acceffion of Henry VII. almoft th only r gift rs pre
ferve<l were written in characl:er of blood : battles and 
executions alone mark out to the hiftorian hi path. 
fron1 one fcene of confufion to another; and his moft 
trufty guide is the gen alogift, who, recording the 
years in which fuch or fuch of the great nobility 
were beheaded, afcertains the dates of the various 
revolutions. 

Whatever, therefore, tends to throw a glean1 of light 
on fo cloqded an horizon, muft be a grateful prefen 
to thofe,. who would inveH:igatc their country s ftory; 
and when we haye def paired of recovering any material 
monuments of thofe difaftrou times, the flighteft relics 
of fo obfcure a .feafon may feem almofl: as preciou 
as the better preferved remains of peri~ds full illu.f
trated. 

The blafted ftock of a tree, a heap of ftones, is a 
welcome land-mark to a traveller, who fearches for a 
road a.midft a level and dreary defe:rt. 

~ iii 

In a. dearth of information, hO-\.V grateful a treafure C~lleetion of 
n. n.. ll n. . t· . l . private lct--

ffi Uu we eueem a co eu10n o pnvate etters, wntten ters. 

during the combufiions occafioned by the quarrels. 
between the two Rofes ! 

Any ccnfidential e:ffufions between relations and 
friends, in thofe fad and dangerous moments,. when 
conveyance was difficult, when families were divided 
into. different factions, and difaflectio-n t9 either tri..,.-

5 umphant 
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umphant party was perilous, were little likely to be 
hazarded, and lefs 1ikely to be preferved. 

Civil wars At a more recent rera of fimilar complexion, though 
from 1.6io 
to 1660. lefs fanguinary (from I 640 to the Reftoration), how 

few. private letters have appeared; and confequently 
how:_ few have probably reached the prefent hour, 
when the tafie of the public for hifioric anecdotes is 
awake, and would have invited publication ? 

Correfpond- In the heat of civil difcord, familiar corref pondence 
•ence dange• . . . . 
rous in times lS undoubtedly circu1nfpecl: ; and when hoil:1le parties 
,of civil dif- h fl. · · f : d 
fenfiom. ravage t e country, . the IDOH intimate nen s are 

Civil wars 
between the 
two Rofes. 

cautio~s of _trufting their fentiments to paper. 
Charles himfelf, perhaps, added to the number of 

thofe who were determined on his defirucHon, by the 
clifcovery of fqme 1ntentions of his trufied to a letter, 
which he fent to the Queen in, as he thought, the 
1noft guarded manner, but which fell into the hands 
of his enemies. 

From a remoter and far more barbarous age, we 
could little expect to attain notices of public occurren
ces, or details of domefiic life; and when we know 

· fo little of the interior of that great theatre, to which 
curiofity -and intereft are moil: attentive, the court; 
when the -councils and meafures of Henry VI. or 
rather -of ·his courageous queen and her fa_v6urites, 
of Edward IV. and of. Richard III. have been fo· im
perfecH-y un_ravelled ; _ was it probable, that a · large 
intercourfe between • refpecl:able perfons, not ill in
formed in that _dark feafon, ihould have been treafured 

up; 
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up; and after fo long an interval, be laid before the 
public! 

Such a valuable depofit did actually exifi, and is now Original 
Letters. 

prefe.ntecl to the reader in the following pages . 

x· 

Every criterion of authenticity accompanies the Authenti ity 
· · 1 l 1 :{i r. • . d o them. ongma c ocu1nents ;. no. nove or u1p1crous anec ote 

will fiagger credulity ; no new h y pothefis is to be 
efiablifhed, or. even pr0pofed ;- no in eterate- faith in 
rec iveu hiftory is to be ihaken; no eccentric genius 
is to appear, and call for admiration of t lents, that 
exceeded his m-eans of improving or difplaying them. 

The artlefs writers of thefe letters here comn1uni
cate thei£. private affairs, or relate the reports of the 
day ; they tell their tale in the lain and uncouth. 
phrafe of the time f~aim no_t at ihining by art or elo-

A . 

quence ; a0d befpeak credit by total care] ifnefs of 
<;:orrection and ornament. 

The principal fatisfaction of the reader will a.rife Sources of 
facisfaction t<>· 

from two fou-rces. He will hear the events of the the reader • . 

moment fron1 perfons living at the time; and will fee 
the manners and ufages of that age, painted in the 
moft familiat langt1age, undifguifed and un.adorned. 

The actors, as in Shakfpeare's hiftoric plays, will 
be, by turns, the victorious prince, the martial peers-, 
the defeated an<l facrificed minifiers ,. or perfons of 
inferior rank. 

The meek and religious Henry, the reftlefi; Warwick, , 
the loyal_Beanforts, will attratt attention, whether they 
become viltorious or fink in defeat ; Edward himfel£ 

will. 

• ~ .,.. __ • -· ~ - ... .,. .... .,-,c:---.. 
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will now force battle upon his foes, now haften to his 
coronation, now poft to the North to refift new foes; 
and each letter, like a change of decoration, will pre
fent hitn in _a differen.t fcen_e. 

The politic Richard will take every bold meafure to 
fecure that crown, which, confcience fells him, totters 
on his head. 

We fhall not learn many new exploits, but we ihall 
feem tb ,fee thefe princes and their peers, acting the 
details of their own times ; and though the details 
are fometimes curfory and meager, it is a queftion 
whether, being thus brought under the eye, they will 
not - intereft us more than th~ barren and doubt
ful narrations, which we already poifefs of thofe 
reigns? 

Henry VI. Henry VI. will here appear the mild and ductile 
image of a king; this day, guided by the active and 
undaunted fpirit of his queen ; to-morrow, acting 
under the direction of the haughty and ambitious 
Warwick; weak in. n1ind, and indolent in body, this 
prince might have been comfortable in the peaceful 
walk of private life; in the exalted rank of fovereignty 
he muft at . all times have been mife"rable ; without a 
will, or even a wifh, to ·act for himfelf, he lived a 
puppet, and he _died a victim, to the , ambition of 
·others. 

Edward IV. Edward IV. as foon as prof perity and pleaf ure had 
fatisfied and enervated his ambition, funk into the arms 
of 1 uxurious indolence ; and his acli vity, as fovereign 

m agifirate, 
. . 
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magifiratc, awakcd only to ra Ji , rts of cru 1 : , 
as often as his repofe wa difiurb d by ontr dic
tion. 

The purf uit of his rig t to the cro, n xcepte , 
there ,, as as little jnfi ic as 1 ercy in hi · pr ee ing ; 
the axe intimated is difpl afur , and }:ii obdur te 

_ heart fpare 1 a brother no more than a Lancafrrian ; 
he married hi wife b caufe fhe woul<l not be his 
miftrefs ; and took another 1nan' wife for his miftrefs, 
who was willing to be fo . 
, Obliged to conquer his f ubjects before he could be 

-their King, he difcovered neither fpirit nor policy in 
dealing with foreign enemies ; and yet, perhaps, there 
was n1ore fenfe in his conduct than in that of m ft 
other heroes : Ed ward acquired becaufe he wifhed to 
enjoy ; had he f ucceeded peaceably to the crown, and 
could have enjoyed without acquiring, he perhaps 
would never have fought to make an acquifition. 

He preferred being paid for his own tranquillity by 
Louis XI. to facrificing his tranquillity, his treafure, 
and the blood of his people, · in purf uit of glory, at 
the rifk of his repofe : he did little for fame, and fame 
?as done as little for him; the f uperficial memorials 
of his vigour contained in the following fheets, will 
therefore be the more acceptable. · 

~ it 

We gain fcarcely ~ frefh lights refpecting the Richard Ill 

reign of that ambiti6~1s ~but doubtful hero Richard III. 
.except that in his dif pute with his brother, Clarence 
-was the aggreifor. 

Yo;r.,, I. b - As 
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As fovereign, his own proclamation, and the letters 
of his favourite Norfolk :fhe,v us, he ·was making every 
warlike preparation again.ft his enemies, and ftim ulat-· 
ing his f ubjecl:s to their loyalty by an appeal to them. 

Thofe who think heft of him, ' muft ever condemn. 
his cruel and illegal conduct in. ;behea<ling Haftyngs, . 
Rivers, Vaughan, and Gray, however the ferocious, 
policy of the times may palliate fome of his actions. 

Had his. path to the throne been ftrait, he might
have :fhone in hiftory ·as a good prince; for he certainly- · 
underftoqd the duty of a king b~tter than his predeceffor; 

His genius- .was-enterprifing, and his temper liberal; 
if his conduct in the day of battle did not point him.1 
out as a confi1mmate· general, it exhiloited. him as a. 
courage'ous foldier; for when he found all was loft, .he · 
fought his cotnpetitor,_ and braved death by acts of~
heroifm. 

The fufferings of warriors, the diilre:f.fes· of' private 
life; occafioned by· io· .tempeftuous a feafon, and the · 
concife rapidity of the narratives, will prefent a trl:ler:· 
picture of that turbulent period than could be ex-
hibited by the artful pencil of a fedate hifrorian . . 

1leflecrion9 May we, who· live in a time of national tranquillity, 1 

on our own d £ f d fi d d 1· . d . h -hleffings. • · un er a orm o government e o.e an 1-m1te , wit 
~ prince upon the throne, whofe public and private · · 
virtues . c1aim ever,y ·mark of our loyalty and ref peel:, . 
be truly fenfible of our own happinefs ! 

May the prefent bleffings, which we experience,. 
·contrafted by the dreadful calamities pourtrayed in the · 

diftracl:ed 
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diftracl:ed period of hifiory here prefc nted to our ·ie , 
make us humbly thankful to the great Difpofer of all 
human events, and inf pire us with f uch a becoming 
moderation in the enjoyment of thefe bleffings, that 
we may merit a continuance of them to onrfi Ives, and 
to our pofterity f 

·1 

1 T will now be neceifary to fatisfy the r ader of the Authenticity 

h · · f h } h 1 · d b c h · b o the letter • .aut :t!!)tlc1ty o t e etters ere a1 e1ore 1m, y 
prefenting him with a peaigree of their defcent, and a 
-rlefcription of each, accompanied with fuch obfervation 
as have arifen in the mind of the editor, from an ac-
curate examination of every one of them. 

Thefe letters were moft of them written by, or to Pedigree 0£ 
. . l .r. f h f .1 f * p ft . N the letters. part1cu ar per.ions o t e am1 y o a on, 1n or-

folk• (who lived in the reigns of Henry VI. .Edward IV. 
and Richard III.) were carefully preferved in that 
family for feveral defcents, and ~ere finally in the 
poffeflion of the earl of Yarmouth ; they then became 
the property of that great collecl:or and antiquary Peter 
t le Neve, efquire, Norroy; from him· they devolved 

to 

* For an account of this 'family the reader is referred to tl1e Pedigree. 
t Peter le Neve, efquire, a great collell:or and antiquary, was born 2.1ft of 

January, 1661, made Rouge-croix purfuivant, 17th of January, 1689, Richmond 
herald 5th of April, 1704, and Norroy king of arms, the 25th of May following. 

He was the firft prefi-dent of the Antiquary Society, on its revival in the be
ginning of this century, whi<;h o.ffice he refigned in 1724, and died on the 24th 
cf September, 1729, re~. 68. 

b 2 



xx 

Paper, 

p R E F A C E' .. 

to Mr. * Martin, by his marriage "ith Mrs. le Neve, 
and were a part of his collections purchafed by Mr. 
t Worth, fro1n whom in 17 7 4, they came to the editor. 

-The t paper on which they are· written, is of diffe
rent degrees. of fi.nenefs ;. fome fl-ieets being rough,. 

and, 

He· inherited a conliderable efl:ate at Whitchingbam, and other towns in the 
county of Norfolk, which, after his deceafe, and a long and expenlive contoft at 
law., was decreed by the houfe of lords to be the ellate of John Norrii, efquire, 
whofe grandfather had purchafed the reverfion of a Le Neve. 

• Thomas Martin, gent. of Palgrave, in Suffolk, was born at Thetford, oo 
the 9th of March, 1696-7, was admitted a fellow of the Antiquary Society, in 
I 7 I 8, and die cl fudden ly in his chair on the 7th of March, I 77 I, having very 
nearly completed his 74th year. 

He may he faid to have been born an antiquary, for from his very infancy a. 
fondnefs for antiquities commenced, and he became a colleclor of books, &c. &c. 
almoft as foon as he could read. 

In mattel"s of antiquarian refearch, his indefatigable and perfevering induftry, 
aflifted by a thong and retentive memory, overcame all difficulties, and, without 
the advantage of a learned education, he acquired a fund of knowledge, whicli, 
though he did not turn it to his own pecuniary benefit, he very willingly and 
with great clearnefs communicated to any who applied to him.for information 

_ in the various branches of antiquarian inveftigation. 
His collell:ions were large and various, and what remained of them at his de

ceafe, -were Told by his adminifrratrix to Mr. Worth, for 6301. 
t Mr. John Worth, an apothecary and chemifl:t at Difs, i!l, Norfolk, purcba

fed Mr. M:utin's collell:ions, with an intention of arranging, and then felling 
them to the befl: advantage. · 

He was elell:ed a fellow of the Society of Antiquaries in I 771, and, before he 
nad completed the Sale of his colleclions, died · fuddenly, on the 8th of Decem
ber, 1774. 

t Ir,i ~ ftaniza. of. the Proem·e-to '~ Bartholomeus de Proprietatibus Rerum," 
i,rinted by Wy1iken de Worde, about 1495, wherein he reealls John Caxton 
to our remembrance, is.the followfog .curious memorial of our firft paper-maker..: :. 

" And 'John . Tate the yonger, Joye mote -hem broke, 
" Whiche late bathe in England doo make this paper thymu, 
" · That now, in our Eng!yfsh, this hoke is prynted inn.e,'~ 

IDs.. 
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and, what we now call, very coarfe, while oth rs are 
perfectly fmooth, and of a much finer t xture; thefe 
different forts, however, muft have b en all of for ign 
manufacl:ure, fince the art of I aper-making wa not 
introduced into England before the reign of H nry II. 

X l 

The * paper marks are various, and ar al ays Paper mar. 

expreffed as authenticating the age of the paper ; and 
the reafon why feveral of the letters ha e no paper 
mark, is the following : the portiorijf a fheet of 

---1-~ h whdb' • d . paper W;:U:tQ. was no more t an.,.was require to contain 
the writing, as the paper is always cut off from the 
fheet at the end of the letter ; fhort letters therefore 
are often without any paper mark, and <?thers have it. 
out through,. fo. that only a. part of it remain on the 
letter. 

The fize of- the whole fl.1.eets orpaper varies from Size of the 

ten to twelve inches in length, as the writing n1ns, paper. 

and from about fixteen_- to f~venteen, . or eighteen 
inches in depth-. 

The various fizes of the letters themfelves, are from Size of the 
. . . · . letters .. 

ten to· twelve inches 1n length, to three; fix, eight,. 
ten, .or tWielve· inches, or more in depth, a-ccording• 

His P,aper-mill, is likew.ife recorded to have been in the town.of Hartford~ 
and the mark on bis paper is a ftar of eight poiiits; or rays within a double 
cii:cle, it is engraved on plate x111:N° 6. · 

• The paper-marks are thofe figur.es formed by , wire~, on the fieve at the-
bottom of the mould in which the paper is made, and are-impreffe-d on-it in its 

eulpy fiate. - . - . I - • 

From thefe marks tlie different forts of·modern-paper·are--named ~nd the-tinie,
and place of its m~nuf.ac\ure afcertainetl. 

They are often called the water-marks._ . • 

to 
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1:0 the quantity of the matter w6tten ; and ea~h lvtter 
,has its· fize here f pecified at -the end of -it, .in inches 
_and parts of ,inches .. 

;F0r~,, and - _Mo.ft -of the lett:ers have been neatly fold'ed up in 
·faf.k ning 0f ....l'ffi fl f h ., C . h . . 1 h 

. ..the letters. '°ul erent :ape~,- rom t ree ·-LO J.OUr ll1G es In engt , 

'Hand~ 
writing. 

i nk. · 

. :.and from ,one -and· an half .to three inches in breadth, 
having,. either a hole cut by a kn.ife, and .- a piece of 
:paper put through it ; or threads dr awn through by 
.a 11_-eedle, and br-ought under the feal, by w hrch they 
·l~r"ere faftened. 

Many of tJie feals are fo far perfe& as to difcover 
t he impreffion·s of arms,~ crefts,: letters,, heads,. or fome 
~ ther nevices ; . all .of which will be mentioned in the 
·ndtes to the letters -011 which they appear ;- fonie -Ci-'f 
1:h~m have lik.ewife :a 1?raid of firing, or · firaw _twifted_ 
r ourid the impreffion, -and fixed when th-e wax was 
·warm. · .* :si1ch of th~ feal·s as ~remain .perfect, or nearly 
:fo, at e engvaved. :.nn a plate by themfelves, of which a 
,defcripti011. is annexed at the end of the work.. 

The b:and=-writing- in fonie of the le~t.ers iS', though 
qlack and thick, .veFy true a-nd iegilJte ;: in others, the 
decyphering of it bras .been .attended~ with.,mn-rch tr0uble . 
. and d~fficulty. . -. 

, ·The ink i~ gener-al 1lands weli, :but wl1er e any 
dam pnefs has reached it,. i's become y-eUow, and in 
(orl:re ·place"'s 't 'b.'e- (:616t1r 'is q_trite gone .. 

- '" .. - .,. . ' I • 

* This -plate ~ould hav:e 0een refe.rted to, in tq:e ·fame ma1u1er· as thof e of 
,the autographs and paper marks, but .th'e engraving -:cf 6ke f-eals w,as- not de
tern:iined--upon .till the .work was nearly printed off. 

The 
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The method obferve<l, in preparing thefc I tters .tethod 
r. purfued. for public in1pection, is the following. 

The contraction , dialect , mod of f pelling and Contra _ion,, 

pointing, ufed in the original letters ar exactly folio, -
0
i ·t 0

tt· 

ed in the copy ; and , herever capital appear in the 
gne, they are continued in the other. 

The thought of tranfcribing each letter, according :rranfi ript 

h 1 f d h h d .n. . in mod rn • 
tb t e r.u es o . mo ern ort ograp y an punuuatlon, onhogra-

arofe from a hint which the editor received from an phy, &c. 

antiquary, refpeltable for his knowledge and publica-
tions ; whofe opinion was, that many would be indu-
ced to read ~hefe letters, for the fake of the various 
matter they contain, for their ftyle, and for their curi--
ofity, who, not ha ing paid attention to ancient 1nodes 
0f writing and abbreviations, would be deterred from 
attempting fuch a taik, by their. uncouth appearance· 
in their original garb. 

Some readers perhaps n1ay thi!-}k, that · a felecl: 
number only of · the original letters., printed in their 
antique <lr.efs, .would . have fufficed as fpecimens to have · 
gratified the tafte of the antiquary. Let fuch how- 
ever confider, _ that a faithful delineation of our lan
guage, during a period of almoft half a century, in an 
age too, famous for- little befides its barbarity and 
civil di.ifenfions, is a matter not only of much curiofity, 
but of fome ufe ; and though this method of printing 
the letters has been attended both with additional trouble · 
and expeuce, . :yet it ~s hoped that the purchafer· will 
not think that too higl:t a pnc~ has been fet upon 

thefe. I . 
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•thefe vo1umes, as the editor aif ures him that if he 
be paid by the fa.le for ht trouble and expences 
attending the publication,- he fhall be fatisfied. 

In the tranfcribed letters, except in the fp Hing and 
pointing, as little alteration is made as was poflible ; 
the turn of expreflion and .phrafeology of the original, 
even where the grammar is defective, being pre
ferved. The editor is con.fcious, however, that even 
in the tranfcribed letters a word will fometimes be 
found in the old form, arifing from that farniliarity 

· with the old language, which f uffered it not only to 
efcape his pen in writing, but likewife to pafs unno
ticed iri correcring the iheets. 

I~ ought to be obferved here, that in many places 
the -£enfe of the original appeared on the firft reading 
defective, and feemed to require an infertion of words 
to complete it ;_ but, on a more attentive perufal, and 
the proper placing of a ftop, the feeming difficulty 
often v:aniihed, and, allowing for the mode of ex
preffion then in -ufe, acquitted the writer of any am
biguity. 

The obfolete words are -continued, but the fenfe is 
expreifed by modern wbrds or phrafes, in Italic.s between 

· parenthefes; _ 
- How ·well the editor ha_s f ucceeded in this plan, he 

leav~s· to the judgment of antiquaries t9 determine; 
he can ·only aifure his readers, that he has endeavour
ed to be as corn~ct, as gloffaries, dictionaries, &c. &c. 
wouid permit him. 

The 
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The original letters ~re often it r ps t ., 1:. 

or breaks ; this conf u{; the fenfe, r end r it 
obfcur to many, I articularly to tho{; who ar not 
converfant in ancient writing; in t 1e tranf◄ ri e let 
ters thefe defects are endea our d to b amended. 

The dates are fametimes, though {; ldom, full y ex- D ~es dc-

pre:ffed in the letters, except in fame of thofe of p r- f v • 

t icular writers, as fir John Fafiolf, and fir J hn 
Pafion ; the day of the month only, or the faint' 
name, to whom th e day is dedicated, being gen r ally 
all the date they h ave. 

• f 

The edito~ h as taken fame trouble to fu1Jpl v thefe E n cavours 
' ufcd to afccr• 

defects, and to fix the exact dates of the letters from rain t cm. 

· calendars, from fume fact mentioned, or other data 
in the letters themfel es, and by thefe means to place 
the different letters in chronolog ical order. In this, 
h is fuccefs h as in a g reat meafure anfwered his own 
~xpecl:ations, and ·he hopes thofe of his readers will 
not be difappointed ; fince they n1ay not be aware 
how m uch time and trouble the afcer taining of the 
date of a fingle letter has fometimes cofi him. 

It is proper · here to o bfer ve, that th e date of the Year com. 
mences on 

year is . al ways f u ppofed to commence on the z 5th the zsth of 
March. 

day of March ; and that the full dates are al ays 
placed at the end of th e tranfcribed letters ; where, 
notwithfianding all the endeavou rs of the edit.or, fam e 
frill remain u 1 certain as to the exact year, c. 

If any reader of thi s book fho 11d be able to afcer
tain thefe, . or to con eel: any other miftakes or inaccn-

V OL, I. c r acies, 
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racies, he will confer an obligation on the editor by 
communicating his remarks. 

There appears to have been no general rule for 
fpelling at this time ; but it feems, as if found and 
the humour of the writer alone directed it. 

In a letter of fir John Pafton to his brother, dated 
i9th of September, 1471, II E. IV. (p. 80, vol. ii.). 
the word ground is f pelt three different ways in the 
f pace of two lines : '' what hyght the arche is to 
" the gronde off the ilde and how h ye the g-roundt 
" off the qwyr is · hyer then the grownde of ye ilde.'' 

Neither do the fpelling, the ftyle, nor the pro-
nunciation (if we may judge of that from the fpelling) 
differ fo much from thofe of the prefent time, as might 
be reafonably expected ; and the fpelling alone of thofe 
letters, written by perfons who had been educated 
by the religious, or in the families of the great~ would · 
hav-e given fufficient reafon for the fuppofition, that 
the ingenious poems, publ}fhed a few years ago under 
the name of Rowley, were fpurious, if at this time 
any -doubt remained concerning them. 

Some of thefe letters may be thought to contain no 
anecdotes worth preferving, or only fnch as are already 
known ; the latter it is acknowledged will be often 
the cafe; but then we fhall become acquainted with the 
epifiolary and familiar ftyle of an age, of which no 
f pecim·ens of this kind were known to exifr; and from 
the co11tents often form a better judgment of the 

-s - character 
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characl:er and abilities of the writer, than from any 
accounts our hifrorians have given of him. 

' 'Vii 

The editor i likewife confciou , though in many Different re • 

f h 1 h r. ders h ve 
o t e etters t ere may b 1ome one anecdote vvorthy different fen • 

of curiofity, yet that the reader may confid r th timents. 

remainder as of no confequence ; thi may fometimes 
be the . cafe with that particular reader, when oth r 
from the fame letter n1ay receive f uch information 
relative to the manners, &c. of the times, as will not 
only pleafe, but fatisfy them. 

Others of thefe letters, containing no particular £late N ational 

anecdotes, may by many be confidered as not of mannen . 

fufficient confequence for publication ; the editor 
however will hope, that thefe very letters may have 
their value, as containing fome traces of national 
manners, more characl:eriftic of this unenlightened 
period than pages of hiftorical declamation. 

Some of them are infected as differing in fly.le, in 
f pelling, &c. from others of the fame reign ; and 
many of them will give us a better opinion of the 
mode of education then pr~cl:ifed than we have been 
taught to conceive, or are willing to allow. 

The editor has fometimes found great difficulty in Editor'• 

judging what letter or part of a letter to omit, when difficulcy. 

he has thought it of no confequence, either as being 
hiftorical, or as delineating any fe~ture of the times ; 
confidering, that though it might not appear to him 
to convey any information, .yet that it n1ight be ufeful 
to otl_ler antiquaries in their particul~r inveftigations . . 

c z W hen 



xxv.iii -

Specimens 

P R E F A C E. 

When any letter or any part of a letter, therefore, 
appears trifling, he hopes this confeflion will entitl~ 
him to the reader's indulgence. 

The editor has likewife inferted in this collection 
of poe.try. two pieces of poetry of the time& here treated of; the 

:firft is a letter in verfe to Si~ John Pafton (Lett r 
* LXXVII. vol. ii. p. 2 34) ;- the other contains verfes 
by a lady to an abfent nobleman, who had gained her 
affections.. (Appendix,, V:Il. vol. ii. p. 3 o 4.) Neither of 
thefe -are given as having either matter or information 
of much confequence, but merely as - fpecimens of 
epiftolary v.erfes ; , they have each however fome n1erit, _. 
and def erve a place in a work of this kin& 

Hifrorical Whenever the accounts. in thefe letters- agree with 
itiformation, . our hiftory, they confivm the truth of it; where they 

differ, th~.y certainly, gi;ve the r.eport of the time-; . 
and· if the relator be, either from his fituation or 
connexions, _ likely. to. hav.e authentic intelligence, de-
ferve our. credit,._ 

How far. they fhall c0m1nand it, every reader is 
left to j u.dge for himfelf. 

:Brivate Ther contain many. private anecdotes or perfonsi, , 
a~ecdotes,-. 

place_&, and things,. then perhaps- beneath the dignity-
of hiftor.y t0 tranfn1it to pofte:rity., as common occur-
renc€s of the times; but with thefe, the tafte, which at 
prefeht pr,evails f~r. every information conceri1ing tha. 
tranfactions of. former ages, will-.. not oe difpleafed. 

Scenes of private life, accounts. of private perfons; 
-and. what the cuftonis .of the. age then rpade familiar~ 

are : 
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are now become, by the lapfe of time, matt r"' of 
euriofity, and claim our attention. 

_ .. ·i; 

The letters of the nobles ar generally written by -ob emc~·-

th . .r. • d fi d l b h h. .r. lf lett r wnt-etr 1-ecretanes, an 1 ne on y y t e peer 1m1c , ten by f,; -

though in feveral the conclufion, and a fentence or cmarie,; 

t wo· at the end, are added by the pen of the noble-
man. 

The f pelling and' fry le of thefe letters vary frill lef: · who were 

from the modern than thofc of oth rs of the fame ~~:fo1
:;0:t~ 

period ; fro1n which we n1ay conclude, that thefe 
fecre taries were perfons of education, trained up in th 
families of the great; or brought up by the church-
men; many of them doubtlefs being churchmen them-
felves, or belonging to fame religious fociety. 

The hand-writing likewife of the~e fecretaries i~ 
generally fair and good .. 

Perhaps fame of the readers of thi~ book m-ay ob- Authoritie!J . 
• .cl., h · ffi f h · • fi .n· h refpectingJ JeL,L tO t e Oml 10n O aUt OfltleS, re peumg t e the notes 

h . h · t h 1 omitted, . notes W lC are g1 Ven 0- t e etters... and whyo . 

The editor acknowledges the omiffion; but · as he 
f uppofes that moft of thofe~- who will read his- book, 
will be ~uch as are already converfant in tbe Hifl:ory of 
England ; the conftarit ~epetition of H-ol1lngihed, Stowe; 
Speed, Rapin, &c. &c. to- fuch; would be · difgufting, 
efpecially as the notes contain chiefly matters of fact; 
nece{fa.ry to explain the text; . but; when- hinted, fa ... 
miliar to every .perfon who h a_s made hifrory .his ftudy; _ ' · 
The· fame reafon will ,acquit the e~itor· to the gen~ 

, log.~ft, · ref petting births, marriag~s, anci deaths.. 
Bu : 
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But where at any time he has had occafion to differ 
either fro·m the hiftorian or genealogift., he has quoted 
his author, &c. 

The editor could eafily have both multiplied and 
lengthened his notes, if he had f uppofed it would 
have been agree.able ; but, as he wifhed in matters of 
doubt to leave the folution to .the judgment of his 
readers rathei" than obtrude his own opinion, he. has 
often been cautious of advancing it; and has therefore 
made his obfervations as concife as poffi ble, his in
tention conftantly peing, only to .remind the antiquary 
and ·hiftorian as to the fa&, perfon, &c. and to :Q:iew 
tbofe who are not fo well verfed in hiftorical ,read
ing, that fuch tranfactions have happened, and that 
fuch perfons have lived, '&c. by which means, if 
they have any curiofity for farther information, the1, 
may fa.tisfy it ·by recurring to our beft hiftorians . 

. The not~s fometimes mention the fam.e perfon more 
, than one~, but, as they are generally very fhort, this 

was -tho:ught better than referring the reader from 
page ;to page, and from -letter to letter. 

'Pafl-0n The pedigree of the Pafton family will exhibit f uch 
P.:igdiree. 

an account -0f the feyeral perfons, who .a-re either the 
writers, -or the receivers, &c. oJ _any of the lette~s 
here inf erted, ·that _ a reference to that will aI w~ys · 
ili:ew the connexions of the p..articular _perfon, of whom 

~lomefield's any inforni-ation ·may be required~ And if the reader 
, Norfolk. b d fi of . . f e e 1rous · rece1v1ng uller -ac.counts than what are 

here given, .of,fuch perfons mentioned in the fallowing 
work, 
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work, as are defcended fr01n families which have 
:flourifh d 1n the county of orfolk, he is referr d to 
" Blomefield s Effay towaru~ a Topographical Hiftory of 
the county of Norfolk," in fiv olun1e folio . 

xxx· 

The edit r hopes that the care and expence em- Autogr p • 

1 d · h · h paper-mark, ,. p oye 1n _av1ng all t e autograph , !;, pap r-mark , and fc 1 

and feal engra\7ed, ill be more than compenfated engraved. 

by the fati faction th reader will recei e, from iew-
ing an exa Jae jimile of the various hand- ritings of 
the different perfons, whofe corref pondence forms the 
enf uing volume , and from feeing not only the marks 
which authenticate the age of the paper on which the 
letters are written, but likewife the feals o the writers 
themfelves . 

The autographs and paper-marks are to be found R eferencesr• 

h h h b k b . . h l d find them .. t roug out t e oo , y exam1n1ng t e p ate an 
number referred to in the notes, &c. 

A lift of the plates and numbers, referring back to Li • 

the fe veral letters, _ whofe autographs and paper-marks 
are engraved, is likewife added. 

This lift is preceded by a catalogue, wherein aU Catalogue. 

the letters, with their - dates, autographs, and paper-
marks are chronologically arranged. · 

On Plate VI. N° 31, the editor has given a fpecimen Arabic· 
figures., 

of the Arabic figures then in ufe ; and likewife at 
N° 3 2, the points or ftops which he has obferved, in Points ,. 

• The engraving an_d defcribi"ng of the paper~marks may be a means of afcer
taining the dates of many old writings, by comparing the marks on the paper 
with thofe here given. 

many 
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E itor's 
,jpology. 

·:Thanks 
,Jretumed. 

PREFACE. 

111an "' of the different letters, fometimes ufed, -though 
with no great preci 1011 : the firft is ufed as a comma; 
the fecond and third for a lonbci· paufe; and the other 
four, by ctitterent writers, as periods .. 

The reader is defired to keep .in mind the difad
v.antages arifing to the editor from his difrance, not 
only from the public libraries of this kingdom, but 
likewifo from any confiderable private col-lection of 
books. His .refearches nave been confined aln1oft 
.entirely to :fi1ch books a11d MS S. as his own li
brary has fqrnifhed hi1n with ; had he refided in a 

place~ where accefs to the well furnifhed ihelves of 
e.ith,er _public focietie~, or _-p~ivate collectors had been 
within his reach, he could moft undoubtedly have 
-iUuftrated _fame of ·the .following letters rnor.e to his 
o.,1/n f.atisfaction, and to -that of his reader. H.e aifur.es 
the latter, . however, that no acquifitions within his 
.power hav.e been neglected ; and -he :is willing to 
hop~, that though the antiquary and hifrorian may doubt 
his abilities, they may frill commend that indu.flry and 
appJicat-ion which ;tie has ufed, in .endeavouring to 

.JUak.e thefe curious letters more worthy their infpection. 
Having now given the reader every neceifary in

formation, it 1only remains for the editor .to return 
- hanks., in this public manner:, for the affiftance, 
which he has ,received .from the honourable HoRAC,E 
w ALP OLE, the reverend fir JOHN - ~. CULL UM, bart. 

J;- The editor fincere!J ·laments tbat thefe ·thank.s. now remain only .as a tefti
mony of refpecl, to the memory of"his late learned and in_geniou.s friend..., who 
.lied o~ Sunday the 9th day oL Ocl:ober, 1785. /Et. 53. 

and 
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and Enw RD Ki G, efq. men who are fo , ell kn°' n 

in the world of literature, that their nam s (whene er 

they are-permitted to be ufed) will ftamp a valn 

upon any , ork, .. which they may honour: , ith th ir 

approbation-. 

·xxiii 

Shoulu therefore· thefe volume , thus honoured, Conclufioo. 

meet with any degree of public favour, the editor 

will think himfelf moft am ply repaid for the care and 

attention, which he has cheerfully employed. in P.re:-

naring them for the pref: .. 
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